
Los Niños MariachisLos Niños MariachisThe Mariachi KidsThe Mariachi Kids

Piñata Books
an imprint of Arte Público Press

University of Houston
4902 Gulf Fwy, Bldg 19, Rm 100
Houston, Texas 77204-2004
www.artepublicopress.com
Order by phone: 713-743-2998
Order by email: bkorders@uh.edu

Cover design by Ryan Hoston 9 798893 750195

91895
ISBN 979-8-89375-019-5

Los N
iños M

ariachis  /  The M
ariachi Kids             Bencastro  /  C

asilla

Por / By

Mario Bencastro

Ilustraciones de /
Illustrated by

Robert Casilla



Por / By 
Mario Bencastro 

Ilustraciones de / Illustrated by 
Robert Casilla

Piñata Books 
Arte Público Press 
Houston Texas



Esta edición de Los Niños Mariachis ha sido subvencionada en parte por la Clayton Fund, Inc. 
y la Texas Commission on the Arts. Les agradecemos su apoyo. 
 
Publication of The Mariachi Kids is funded in part by a grant from the Clayton Fund, Inc. and the 
Texas Commission on the Arts. We are grateful for their support. 
 
 
 

 
 

¡Piñata Books están llenos de sorpresas! 
Piñata Books are full of surprises! 

 
Piñata Books 

An Imprint of Arte Público Press 
University of Houston 

4902 Gulf Fwy, Bldg 19, Rm 100 
Houston, Texas 77204-2004 

 
Cover design by / Diseño de la portada por Ryan Hoston 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The paper used in this publication meets the requirements of the American National Standard for 

Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials Z39.48-1984. 
 
 
 
 

Los Niños Mariachis / The Mariachi Kids © 2025 by Mario Bencastro 
Illustrations © 2025 by Robert Casilla 

 
 
 
 

Printed in China by Yuto Printing 
March 2025–May 2025 

5 4 3 2 1



For the singing kids that bring joy to the world.   
—MB 

 
 

To my wife Carmen, who enjoys mariachis like I do. 
—RC

Para los niños cantantes que alegran el mundo. 
—MB 

 
 

Para mi esposa Carmen, quien disfruta de los mariachis tanto como yo. 
—RC



Mi nombre es Joselito. Supe que quería ser mariachi desde 
que mi padre nos llevó a mi hermana Lupita y a mí a una 
fiesta. Allí escuché su alegre música por primera vez. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Joselito. I knew I wanted to be a mariachi since 

the day my father took my sister Lupita and me to a party. 
That’s when I heard their happy music for the first time.


