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This book is dedicated to the memory of my
grandmother, Braulia Garza, who always warned me
not to play outside late at night because La Lechuza
might swoop down from the sky and steal me away.
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Le dedico este libro a la memoria de mi abuela Braulia
Garza, quien siempre me advirtio que no jugara
afuera hasta muy tarde porque la Lechuza
podia bajar del cielo y robarme.
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Nine-year-old Zulema Ortiz was the meanest little girl in the
whole wide world.

At school every kid was scared of Zulema because everyone
knew her as a mean-spirited bully. She was even kicked out of
the Girl Scouts after just one week because she threw rocks at
people who didn’t buy her cookies.

Small puppies and cute little kittens would all run away and
hide whenever they saw Zulema coming. They knew that she’'d
grab their tails and swing them round and round until they spun
as fast as airplane propellers.

“What can | do to stop her horrendous behavior?” Zulema’s
mother wondered.

Zulema Ortiz tenia nueve anos, y era la nina mas mala de
todo el mundo.

En la escuela todos los ninos le tenian miedo porque sabian
que era una nifa muy cruel. Fue expulsada de las Girl Scouts
después de solo una semana por tirarle piedras a todos los que
no compraban sus galletas.

Los perritos y lindos gatitos se alejaban y escondian cuando
veian venir a Zulema. Sabian que los tomaria de las colas y los
haria girar y girar tan rapido como hélices de aviones.

—¢;Qué puedo hacer para acabar con su comportamiento tan
horrible? —se preguntaba la mama de Zulema.






