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Dedicated to the invisible
city dwellers of the world.

Someday, we will all be invisible.

First, a toast to all those whose lives inspired these
stories, giants of their own times, Goliaths, who have now
vanished from the streets of Phoenix. ey lived like
shadows, like clouds of vapor in the air, yet their palpitating
hearts still tell stories amidst the city’s bustle and grime.

My gratitude embraces Juan Bruce-Novoa, Director of
the Chicano/Latino Literary Prize, his gracious assistant,
Evelyn Flores, and Sheila Ortiz-Taylor, the contest judge in
2008. Your warm-hearted welcome at the University of
California, Irvine was most appreciated, and the prestigious
award I received will remain one of my prized possessions.

Nicolás Kanellos, Director of Arte Público Press, and my
esteemed editor, Gabriela Baeza Ventura mil gracias for your
confidence in my work and your pledge to publish books
that search the hearts of the great and small, the simple and
proud, and the loved and unloved among us. Wisdom and
love abound when the stories of every nation and culture are
allowed to take their place in the universal chorus of
storytellers.


