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To Cathy, my Dominican and Haitian brothers and sisters (especially Linda) and to all the
children, men and women of Community School District 14.
—RMO

Creativity is a doorway to making a difference in our own unique and personal way.
| dedicate this work to everyone who thinks outside the box.
—RC-M

Para Cathy, mis amigos dominicanos y haitianos (especialmente Linda) y
todos los ninos, hombres y mujeres del Distrito Escolar Comunitario 14.
—RMO

La creatividad es un umbral que nos permite hacer una diferencia unica y
personal. Le dedico esta obra a todos los que son creativos.
S —RC-M



“Sofi, what’s wrong?”’ Esmeralda asked her little
sister.

“I had a horrible day. | didn’t get to go up alevel in
reading. | missed five words on my spelling test. And
| didn’t finish my color wheel!”

“But you love art class,” said Esmeralda. “What
happened?”’

“I couldn’t make the color purple,” said Sofi with
tears in her eyes.
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—Sofi, hermanita, ;qué te pasa? —pregunté
Esmeralda.

—iTuve un dia horrible! No subi de nivel en la
lectura. Saqué cinco mal en mi examen de ortografia.
Y, ino pude terminar mi rueda de colores!

—Pero a ti te encanta la clase de arte —dijo
Esmeralda—. ;Qué pasé?

—No pude crear el color violeta —dijo Sofi con
lagrimas en los ojos.






