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Those middle to high school years from the age of
11 on are the most difficult for people. Without any
guidance, these years mold a young person, especially
during embarrassing episodes. What complicated my
situation during those years was that we moved around
a lot. But | think my life would have been even more
difficult if I had to spend it in only one place. Being on
the move, | had the luxury of not thinking so much
about my unfortunate circumstances. From one place
to another, like riding a bike, if you keep pedaling, you
won't fall, just like Albert Einstein would say. | think
that each move, each apartment, each new beginning
gave me the opportunity to overcome the mishaps. If |
had stayed in our little cottage in Aibonito, Puerto
Rico, | wouldn’t have learned so fast how to defend
myself. Our new life in the United States, first in the
Midwest then on the East Coast, was full of surprises.



