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This amoxtli or book is dedicated to my mother Amalia Garcia,
una manita de Nuevo Mexico, who breathed in her children a passion

for life. With this endeavor | honor her determination.

Delilah Montoya



Contemporary Casta Portraiture: Nuestra “Calidad”

Delilah Montoya

with essays by
Surpik Angelini
Mia Lopez

Holly Barnet Sanchez



Publication of Contemporary Casta Portraiture: Nuestra “Calidad” is funded by grants from the University
of Houston Center for Mexican American Studies and the City of Houston through the Houston Arts
Alliance. We are grateful for their support.

Recovering the past, creating the future
Arte Publico Press

University of Houston

4902 Gulf Fwy, Bldg 19, Rm 100
Houston, TX 77204-2004

www.artepublicopress.com

Cover Image
Delilah Montoya, Contemporary Casta Portraiture: Nuestra “Calidad”, Casta 14, 2017

Infused Dyes on Aluminum

Book Design
Beckham Dossett

Montoya, Delilah.
Contemporary Casta Portraiture: Nuestra “Calidad”/photographs by Delilah Montoya
p.cm.
ISBN: 978-1-55885-845-9

The paper used in this publication meets the requirements of the American National Standard
for Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials Z39.48-1984.

Copyright © 2017 by Delilah Montoya
Printed in the United States of America

17 18 19 20 54321



Contents

11

17

21

23

55

58

64

Colonial Casta Paintings

The (E)Quality of Nuestra “Calidad”
Surpik Angelini

Restaging Casta and Demystifying Genetics
in Delilah Montoya’s Nuestra “Calidad”

Mia Lopez

Contemporary Casta Potraiture: Nuestra “Calidad”
Delilah Montoya

Geno 2.0 Next Generation National Geographic Project

Contemporary Casta Photographs
Delilah Montoya

Delilah Montoya: An Artistic Biography
Holly Barnet Sanchez

Exhibition History

Contributors



Francisco Clapper, from Spaniard and Indian
born Mestiza (De Espafiol e India nace Mestiza),
circa 1775, Oil on canvas, 20 x 15% inches. Gift
of the Collection of Frederick and Jan Mayer,
(2011.428.1) Denver Art Museum Collection.

Photography courtesy of Denver Art Museum

Mexico, Morisca Woman and Albino Girl (Morisca y albina) circa 1750, Oil on canvas,
36 x 28 inches. Purchased with funds provided by the Bernard and Edith Lewin

Collection of Mexican Art Deaccession Fund (M.2009.62) www.lacma.org

Juan Patricio Morlete Ruiz, from Spaniard and Morsica, Albino

(De espaiol y morisca, albino), circa 1760, Oil on canvas, 3976 x
477 inches. Gift of the 2011 Collectors Committee

(m.2011.20.1) www.lacma.org



